Supportive care, pain management, and quality of life in advanced prostate cancer.
Despite achievements in the area of providing care for patients with advanced prostate cancer, ample work remains. Additional research is needed regarding the control of pain from bone metastases and the management of fatigue and urinary symptoms. Investigators have only begun to explore the area of quality of life research in patients with prostate cancer. Other issues not addressed in this article that are significant to the care of these patients include caregiver burden and end-of-life care. These areas significantly affect quality of life. The supportive care, pain management, and quality of life issues discussed herein present many challenges to health care providers. Close attention to what patients tell us about their care will make the challenge more attainable and the caregiving more satisfying.